Novel strategies for the development of a vaccine for Parietaria allergy.
Specific immunotherapy is a well established and clinically proved strategy to cure allergic reactions. The impressive boost of knowledge derived from DNA recombinant technology applied to this field allowed the identification, cloning and expression of several clinically relevant allergens. Recombinant allergens can be easily produced in a pure and reproducible way with immunological properties comparable to natural allergens and matching the requirements of pharmaceutical companies. Parietaria pollinosis is a major health problem in the Mediterranean basin with prolonged symptoms. In this review we will discuss the rational approaches to design hypoallergenic derivatives of the major allergens of this pollen, their immunological properties and possible clinical future implications.